308 Mr. C. Dixon on the 


35. ANAS PENELOPE. 


The Wigeon was obtained near Kashgar-tokai on the 30th 
of October. 


36. QUERQUEDULA CIRCIA. 


At the end of October the Garganey was found near 
Kashgar-tokai. 


37. QUERQUEDULA CRECCA. 


A single specimen of the Teal was received from the neigh- 
bourhood of Kashgar-tokai. 


88. FULIGULA NYROCA. 
The White-eyed Duck was obtained near Aksu on the 
20th September, and at Kashgar-tokai on the 20th October. 


39. CLANGULA GLAUCION, 


The Golden-eye was found on the Upper Kashgar-Darja 
in the beginning of December. 


40. PODICEPS MINOR. 


An example of the Little Grebe was obtained near Kashgar- 
tokai. l 


XXXVI.. Further Notes on the Ornithology of St. Kilda. 
By Cuarres Dixon. 


Tue following additional information on the ornithology of 
St. Kilda forms a supplement to my paper on the subject 
(Ibis, 1885, p. 69). Unfortunately, I was not able to visit the 
grand bird-bazaar myself this season, as I had intended; but 
the subjoined notes have been furnished to me by my friend 
Mr. John Mackenzie, Jun., who spent his usual fortnight 
there between the lst and l4th of June. This gentleman 
has also supplied me with a fine series of the St. Kilda Wren 
and also with the nest and eggs of this new British species, 
The birds were very late in laying this season, especially the 
Guillemots, owing probably to the bad weather and the 
exceptionally backward spring. 
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ACCIPITER NISUS, 

The Sparrow-Hawk must now be added to the list of 
St. Kilda birds. Mr. Mackenzie observed on the 7th of 
June an example several times on Mullach-Scall, the large 
shoulder which bounds Village Bay on the south-west, op- 
posite to the island of Doon. It may breed there. 


TROGLODYTES HIRTENSIS. 

I am sorry to hear that the St. Kilda Wrens “ are not 
nearly so numerous as last year.” Mr. Mackenzie found 
two nests built in the “cleats” (stone hovels in which the 
sheep take refuge during rough weather and where the St.- 
Kildans dry their hay), each containing six much incubated 
eggs, so that this number is probably the full clutch. One 
of the nests and five of the eggs are now before me. The 
eggs, when blown, are pure white in ground-colour, boldly 
spotted and minutely freckled with brownish red, and with 
a few indistinct paler underlymg markings which in some 
cascs approach violet-grey. The spots are most numerous 
on the large end of the egg, where they form an irregular 
zone, but on one specimen they are more eveuly distributed 
over the entire surface. These eggs very closely resemble 
typical eggs of the Great Titmouse (Parus major); but 
others are pure white, without spots of any kind, these cha- 
racters running through an entire clutch. In shape also they 
resemble those of the Great Titmouse, but others seen by 
Mr. Mackenzie were almost as much pointed at one end 
as at the other. The eggs that I have received vary in 
length from ‘72 to ‘69 inch, and in breadth from ‘58 to °55 
inch. The nest accompanying them is a very beautiful struc- 
ture, and was built in a crevice of one of the “ cleats.” It 
closely resembles that of the Common Wren, but appears 
to be a trifle more open and not so globular. The outside is 
almost exclusively made of moss, with here and there a 
scrap of dried grass, the inside being lined abundantly with 
feathers, especially those of the Starling, Crow, and Gull. 
An interesting feature in the materials of this nest deserving 
of notice is the abundance of hair in the lining. No horses 
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are kept on the islands, and long cowhairs (from the tail) 
are used; also a few long horsehairs, which can only be 
obtained from the hundreds of Puffin-snares which arc sct 
in all parts of the islands. The nest measures about 19 
inches in circumference, 24 inches in depth, and the entrance- 
hole about 2 inches in diameter. I should also add that the 
female resembles the male in colour, but is a little smaller 
in size. 

Mr. Mackenzie has sent me the following note on this 
bird :—“ The habits of the St. Kilda Wren differ considerably 
from those of the Common Wren. Its song is much louder 
and harsher, and does not possess so many notes. Its 
favourite places for singing are on the tops of the ‘ cleats ° and 
on the highest stones of the dykes or walls. It is particu- 
larly fond of nesting in the roof of a ‘cleat’ or in the centre 
of a cairn. I noticed three pairs of this bird on Doon.” It 
is to be hoped that Macleod of Macleod, the present pro- 
prietor of St. Kilda, will endeavour to protect this inter- 
esting little bird and prevent its extinetion by prohibiting 
the wholesale collection of specimens, either by the natives 
themselves or by the tourists that visit the islands in the 
summer months, when the birds are engaged in rearing their 
young *, 


Corvus CORAX. 

When I was at St. Kilda last year the Raven was rare; 
this year Mr. Mackenzie informs me that it is very abun- 
dant, but the Hooded Crows are much scarcer. Te counted 
seven pairs of Ravens within a hundred and fifty vards of the 
back of the school-house. 


HIRUNDO RUSTICA. 

Last year I did not observe the Swallow during my stay, 
but this season, L am informed, it was very common. One 
was shot for identification on the 6th of June. Mr. Mac- 
kenzie was of opinion that they were breeding in the 
rocks at the back of the “ stone houses,” as he saw them 


* [We are not aware that any specimens of this species have been 
obtained by other collectors than Messrs. Dixon and Mackenzie—Ipp. , 
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entering the holes and remaining there for some time. My 
statement that it never breeds on St. Kilda will perhaps have 
to be modified. 


ARDEA CINEREA. 
A Heron visited the island of St. Kilda last winter, but 
soon died from want of food. 


CREX PRATENSIS. 

The Corn-Crake was very common in the islands last 
autumn on migration; Mr. Campbell obtained au example. 
The St. Kilda name for this bird is “Trien.” 


CyGnus, sp. ? 

Two Swans visited the island last winter, and one of them 
died for want of food; but unfortunately its skin was not 
preserved, so that the species is still undetermined. 


CoLYMBUS GLACIALIS. 

Mr. Mackenzie informs me that he shot an immature 
example of this species. He says that there were several 
swimming along with the Eiders in the bay ; but that, owing 
to the heavy sca, he was unable to recover his prize until it 
had been so mutilated by the Great Black-baeked Gulls as 
to be worthless for preserving. 


FRATERCULA ARCTICA. 

Mr. Maekenzie writes :—“ The natives told me a very 
curious thing about the Puffin. They said that these birds 
never breed execpt on the weather sides of the islands.” 


PUFFINUS ANGLORUM. 

Mr. Maekenzie was informed that the Manx Shearwater 
is in the habit of diving and taking the baits off the long 
lines, in a similar manner to the Fulmar, as already men- 
tioned in my former paper. 


THALASSIDROMA LEUCORRHOA. 

Mr. Mackenzie obtained two nests of the Fork-tailed Petrel 
on the island of Doon; but he was too early for the regular 
breeding-scason, which gencrally commences about the 
seeond week in June. 
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I have heard nothing more of the King Eiders; but I can 
name no part of the British Islands which will more amply 
repay a careful investigation of its bird-riches than St. Kilda. 
The place must be seen to be thoroughly appreciated ; and I 
have little doubt that other discoveries await the ornitho- 
logist in this lonely group of Atlantic isles. Much remains 
to be done amongst the Fulmars; and the Shearwaters that 
breed there are, I think, very imperfectly known. Will not 
some member of the B. O. U. take a peep at this wonderful 
bird-paradise and tell us more about the ornithology of this 
remote corner of the British Islands? believe me, he will be 
well repaid ! 


XXXVII.—Note on Baza ceylonensis, Legge. By SamurL 
Bricen, Catton, Koslander, Ceylon. Communieated by 
J. H. Gurney. 


Tur first specimen of Baza ceylonensis which I have had in 
the flesh was shot by a coolie on the top of a precipice above 
here and over 5000 feet high, on the 27th of Mareh, 1885. 

It was a male, with the testes very large, and its stomach 
contained the remains of a large lizard, the long tail of whieh 
had been swallowed whole. This specimen weighed just over 
one pound ; its length was 17 inches, wing-measurement 114, 
spread of wings 38, tail 8}, longest crest-feather 23, tarsus 
14, naked part of tarsus in front 3, from point of closed wings 
to end of tail 2. The legs, in a fresh state, were not yellow, 
as described by Col. Legge (‘Birds of Ceylon,’ p. 94), but 
dull dirty white, pervaded by a visible, though faint, stain of 
plumbeous; the cere and the base of the bill were perfectly 
of one colour, and might be called black, though, perhaps, 
with a tinge of brown, the base of the lower mandible and 
the lower base of the upper being lead-coloured, as were also 
the bare skin of the lores and that above the eyes; the irides 
were orange. 

I found on skinning this specimen that the eye was wn- 
usually large for the size of the bird ; not that the visible part 


